
Edexcel AS / A Level Geography
Contact: Mrs C Holoway
Why Study AS/ A- Level Geography?
Geography helps you make sense of the world around you. It tackles the big issues of
environmental responsibility, global independence, cultural understanding and 
development on a range of topics from both physical and human geography. 
The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever 
done before. Geography explains why and helps to prepare you for those changes. The
transferable skills which Geography teaches are invaluable in preparing you for the world 
of work.

Where can this subject lead?
Geographers are among the most employable people! Geography provides opportunities 
through fieldwork, for first hand investigation of places, environments and human
behaviour. Geography builds a knowledge and understanding of current events, local and 
global, as well as developing skills for the future. Geography jobs include the Police force, 
Armed services, Teaching and Meteorology.

How will I be assessed?

AS Geography (1 year course)
This course is linear which means that students sit all their exams at the end of the course.

Paper 1- Dynamic Landscapes:  Students study tectonic processes and hazard and 
landscape systems, processes and change: coasts.  Students complete physical geography 
fieldwork.  It is assessed by a written exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes worth 50% of the AS 
qualification. 

Paper 2 - Dynamic Places: Students study globalisation and shaping places.  Students       
complete human geography fieldwork. It is assessed by a written exam lasting 1 hour 45 
minutes  worth 50% of the AS qualification. 

A- Level Geography (2 year course)
This course is linear which means that students sit all their exams at the end of the course.
Paper 1- Physical Geography: Students study tectonic processes and hazards, landscape 
systems, processes and change, the water cycle and water insecurity and the carbon cycle 
and energy security.  It is assessed by a written exam lasting 2 hours 15 minutes with short 
open response and resource linked questions worth 30% of the A- Level. 

Paper 2 - Human Geography: Students study globalisation, shaping places, super powers 
and global development and connections. It is assessed by a written exam lasting 2 hours 
15 minutes with short open response and resource linked questions worth 30% of the A 
Level.

Paper 3 - Skills: Students undertake a synoptic investigation based on a geographical 
issue within a place-bared context.  It is assessed by a written examination based on a 
preprepared booklet.  The examination lasts 2 hours 15 minutes and is worth 20% of the A 
Level.

Coursework: Independent Investigation
Students complete an investigation report of 3000-4000 words on a topic of their choice.

Students will conduct field work as part of their investigation.  It is internally marked and 
externally assessed worth 20% of the qualification.

What other subjects complement Geography?
Geography complements a wide range of studies including Maths, Biology, Sociology,
History and English.



AS / A Level Economics
Contact: Mrs N Cuthbert
Why Study A Level Economics?
Qualification aims and objectives 
The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Economics B 
are to enable students to: 
• develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, the subject 
• appreciate the contribution of economics to the understanding of the wider economic and 
  social environment
• develop an understanding of a range of concepts and an ability to use those concepts in a
   variety of different contexts 
• use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of economics and develop 
  an ability to think as an economist 
• understand that economic behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives
• develop analytical and quantitative skills, together with qualities and attitudes that will
  equip students for the challenges, opportunities and responsibilities of adult and working 
  life.

Where can this subject lead?
The Economics B course qualifies for UCAS points.  It gives students a wide choice of 
progression options into further study, training or relevant employment in the business 
sector.  Students who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move 
onto degrees or Higher Level Modern Apprenticeships.

How will I be assessed?
There are two examinations for AS at the end of Year 12, both are externally set and 
assessed.  In Year 13 students will sit 3 external exams.  One paper will include a pre-
released document.

What other subjects complement Economics?
All subjects, but Maths and Business are the ideal companions. 

In Year 12 Students will study the following:

Theme 1: Markets, consumers and firms 
In this theme, students explore the way in which consumers make choices and 
entrepreneurs create desirable products. Content from Theme 1 will be assessed in Paper 
1. Students will need to apply their knowledge and understanding of both familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts in the assessments, and demonstrate an awareness of current economic 
events and policies. Students should have knowledge of the UK economy in the last 10 
years.

Theme 2: The wider economic environment
This theme helps students to explore how firms can become more competitive. It 
introduces them to the wider international and economic environment in which firms 
operate. Content from Theme 2 will be assessed in Paper 2. Students will need to apply their 
knowledge and understanding of both familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the assessments, 
and demonstrate an awareness of current economic events and policies. Students should 
have knowledge of the UK economy in the last 10 years.

In Year 13 Students will study the following:
Theme 3: The global economy
This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 2. Students will develop an
understanding of: 
• globalisation 
• economic factors in business expansion 
• impact of globalisation on global companies 
• impact of globalisation on local and national economies 
• global labour markets 
• inequality and redistribution

Theme 4: Making markets work
This theme develops the concepts introduced in Theme 1. Students will develop an 
understanding of: 
• competition and market power 
• market power and market failure 
• market failure across the economy 
• macroeconomic policies and impact on firms and individuals 
• risk and the financial sector



AS / A Level Media Studies
Contact: Mr M Flitton
Why study A Level Media Studies?
A Level Media Studies is designed to enhance your understanding and appreciation of the Media 
and its role in your daily life. The course introduces you to both Media ideas and the practice of 
production, which gives you the chance to develop a real understanding of Media Platforms, the 
contemporary Media landscape and the influential role of the Media in today’s society.
As a ‘consumer’ you’ll become more aware of the many ways in which Media messages are 
presented to us, as well as discovering how the institutions which produce and distribute Media 
products are trying to reach you.

Where can this subject Lead?
A Level Media Studies is an established course which is accepted by universities and is also a
fantastic stepping stone into the working industries. The broad range of topics studied allow you 
to sample a range of sectors in the Media. Producing and evaluating your own Media
productions will give you a real hands on understanding of both how Media messages are
created and what they are aiming to do.
 
It would be very useful for anyone considering a career in journalism, broadcasting and most 
other sectors of the Media industry such as Marketing and Film. 

How will I be assessed in AS Media Studies?
Both years have similar patterns of assessments in Media Studies. In year one you’ll sit a two hour 
paper on ‘Investigating Media’, which will count for 50% of your AS marks for the year. Your two 
productions for ‘Creating Media’ brief- plus a 1500 word essay - will account for the other 50%.

In the second year, your two hour examination will be on the ‘Critical Perspectives’ unit and
account for 50% of your marks for the year. The ‘Research and production’ coursework
unit - which requires a 2000 word research essay (or equivalent) plus a linked and fully realised
production - will account for the other 50% of your marks. 

What other subjects complement Media Studies?
The course complements any combination of AS, A Level or BTEC courses as it covers such a 
broad range of skills. Courses such as Business, Performance, English, Creative Writing,
Film Studies, Photography and Graphics are very well coupled with Media.



Biology
Contact: Mr G Taylor

Why study A Level Biology?
Biology is an interesting and challenging A Level which explores life and living systems at  
all levels. From the molecular level of DNA structure that can control our appearance and 
physiology to global implications of climate change. Within living organisms you would study 
the biochemistry of respiration and photosynthesis inside the cells that all life is dependent 
on. Using microscopes you would investigate a wide range of animal and plant cells and 
their adaptations.  Moving up a level in organisation the heart and circulatory systems is just 
one of the many organ systems studied in detail. At a whole organism level behaviour and 
classification are studied. Organisms do not live in isolation so biology includes topics on 
biodiversity and ecosystem interactions. Cutting edge applications of biotechnology and gene 
technology such as cloning and genetic engineering are also now part of the A Level course.  
Despite the apparent wide range of the course content there are many transferable skills such 
as investigative, problem solving, research, decision making, mathematical skills and analytical 
skills.

Admission criteria?
A minimum of two B grades at GCSE Science. Due to the high literacy level required in 
understanding and writing about biology we also ask for a minimum of grade B in English 
Language. Advancement on the course will be subject to assessment of performance and 
suitability for A Level study.

Where can this subject lead?
Biology is a wonderfully varied subject, so there are many possible careers (in many different 
countries!) that study at A level could lead to. Possible career choices that require Biology 
include Zoologist, Veterinarian, Food Technologist, Biology Educator, Medical Research 
Scientist, Doctor, Ecologist, Life Scientist and Marine Biologist. A Biology qualification is also 
well respected by an even broader range of subjects and careers which are not necessarily 
Science based, so A Level Biology will stand you in great stead for the future - whatever it may 
hold.

How will I be assessed?
A Level – Assessed after a 2 year period of study
Paper 1: Written Paper – (Biological Processes) 2 hours 15 minutes (37% of total A Level marks)
Paper 2: Written Paper – (Biological Diversity) 2 hours 15 minutes (37% of total A Level marks)
Paper 3: Written Paper –  (Unified Biology) 1 hour 30 minutes (26% of total A Level marks)

Non-Exam Assessment: All students will need to complete a minimum of 12 practical activities 
throughout the course to demonstrate their practical competence. These will be graded 
separately to the A Level and will be noted as a pass / fail result overall.

What other subjects complement studies in Biology?
Despite popular belief, Biology can be quite numerical so a good understanding of 
mathematical principles is beneficial. A Level Biology begins with the study of Biochemistry so 
chemistry  is a very useful addition to a student’s skill set. The ecological components of biology 
can complement those students studying similar topics in Geography.



English Literature A Level
Contact: Mr I Stewart

Why study A Level English Literature?
A-Level English Literature is an exciting course which offers students the opportunity to
develop further the creative and analytical skills they used in GCSE English. At A Level
students study a range of six class-taught set texts and a pair of comparative coursework texts
which they choose for themselves, in consultation with their teachers. English Literature offers
a stimulating and exciting range of novels, plays and poetry and includes the opportunity to
study texts independently.

What other subjects complement English Literature?
English works well in combination with most Arts subjects, but Performance is especially
useful (as it will inform your study of theatrical texts in English Literature) and so is History
(as Historical Context is one of the English Literature course’s key Assessment Objectives).
Extra activities such as Wider Reading will not just complement your study of English
Literature, but will become an integral part of it…while appropriate visits to the theatre, the
cinema and relevant museums and galleries will also help you in your studies.

Where can this subject lead?
This English specification is highly respected by universities, as the course’s methods of
delivery are very similar to those used with undergraduate students, so it is an ideal
qualification for any student hoping to pursue a degree course – not just in English, but in
any Arts subject. Teaching and journalism are the most common careers where an English
Literature A level qualification can be of benefit but, whatever your chosen path, this subject
can be your passport to the future.

How will I be assessed?
During the two years of the AQA English Literature A Level course you will study eight texts:
your knowledge and understanding of these texts will be assessed through two examinations
at the end of Year 13 and a coursework unit.

The first examination, Love through the Ages, is 3 hours long, featuring questions on
Shakespeare, two other set texts and unseen poetry. The second examination, Texts in
Shared Contexts, is 2 hours 30 minutes long, featuring questions on a novel, a play and a
poetry collection – all written since 1900. Each examination counts for 40% of your final
A Level grade. Students also complete a coursework study of 2500 words, comparing two
texts of their own choice, one of which must be pre-1900. This coursework unit is worth
20% of your final A Level grade.

At end of Year 12, all students will take AS English Literature, which is assessed through two 
90 minute examinations.  This is an interim, free-standing qualification which tests your 
knowledge of three of the A Level texts (plus one extra AS text) but is separate from your final 
A Level grade.



A Level Graphics
Contact: Mr G Spriggs
Why study Graphic Communication?
This course encourages personal, creative and imaginative approaches to Art & Design. 
Undertaking the AS level course in Graphic Design will enable you to explore a wide range 
of different media and materials. You will make responses to the world around you and 
create exciting innovative work. You will work to a specific design brief, solving problems 
in order to design and make graphic outcomes for different clients. It is essential that you 
enjoy creative pursuits as you will need to develop creative thinking skills and be happy 
to work on your own ideas. You will learn to record in a range of ways including digital 
photography, written annotations and traditional drawing techniques. It is essential that 
you have an enquiring mind as you will capture any opportunity to explore artists’ and 
designers’ work. You will discover how and why this work is made and apply what you 
have learnt to the development of your own work, changing and refining your work as it 
progresses. You will present your final design outcomes in an exhibition and will learn to 
discuss and present your ideas to a client.

Where can studying Graphic Communication lead?
Studying Graphic Design will provide you with professional and creative skills, you will 
have rich opportunities to broaden and improve your employment prospects. The broad 
focus of the Graphic Design course will provide you with the flexibility required by an ever-
widening creative industry. Many students choose to further their studies after Sixth Form 
undertaking a Foundation course at college. This route is chosen by students who want 
to explore a broader range of media and materials before deciding on which specialism 
to choose for their degree. Graphic Design graduates find rewarding careers in the visual 
design industries, including print and corporate design, publishing and packaging, 
advertising and marketing, television and digital media.

How will I be assessed?
During the A Level course, 360 guided learning hours, students will explore ideas and 
investigate a range of themes and techniques. In year 1, students experiment, refining their 
work to develop a personal style and identify areas of interest.
 
In year 2 students complete a Personal Investigation, including a 2000-3000 word written
assignment.

The course culminates in an Externally Set Assignment, where preparatory studies 
demonstrate students’ ability to work independently within specified time constraints, 
leading to a 15 hour examination.



A Level Sociology
Contact: Mr P Markey
 
Why study A Level Sociology?
Sociology provides us with a greater understanding of society and the way it shapes people.  
It poses, and attempts to explain, fundamental questions relating to our very existence.
What shapes our behaviour? Do we control our own destiny or do social pressures
determine our actions?  Here, at The Radcliffe School, we specialise in Culture and Identity, 
Sociology of Education, Religion and Crime and Deviance.
 
What other subjects complement studies in Sociology?
The subject bridges many different areas and so blends well with Geography, History,
History of Art, Psychology, English and Business Studies.  It can be studied with any
combination of subjects.
 
How will I be assessed?
In Year 12 students are assessed through two externally assessed examinations.  In Year 13        
students are assessed through three externally assessed examinations.
 
Where can this subject lead?
Sociology students can pursue a wide variety of career paths including the Media,
Public Relations, Law, Human Resources, Management, Teaching, Market Research, the 
public sector or any of the caring professions.



BTEC Nationals in Business Studies
Contact: Mrs N Cuthbert
Why Study BTEC Business Studies?
A BTEC in Business gives students the skills they need to either move on to higher education 
or go straight into employment. Level 3 BTEC Business covers all aspects of business including     
marketing, law, human resources and accounting. In addition, they also cover real life activities 
such as writing and presenting business plans.

Where can this subject lead?
The BTEC in Business qualifies for UCAS points. It gives students a wide choice of progression 
options into further study, training or relevant employment in the business sector. Students 
who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move onto degrees, BTEC 
Higher National Diplomas or Modern Apprenticeships.

How will I be assessed?
The new BTEC Nationals in Business use a combination of assessment styles to give students 
confidence that they can apply their knowledge to succeed in the workplace and have the 
study skills to continue learning throughout their career. This range of vocational assessments 
– both practical and written – mean students can showcase their learning and skills to best 
effect when they take their next step, whether that’s supporting applications to higher 
education courses or to potential employers.

BTEC Extended Certificate
This qualification is equivalent to a single A Level and requires the student to complete six 
units of work including a controlled assignment and 1 exam over a 2 year period. 

BTEC National Diploma
This is a Double Award and is therefore equivalent to two A Levels. The qualification offers an 
engaging programme for students who want a career in Marketing, Finance, Operations or 
Human Resources. 

We are also looking for a course to cover just finance for those who wanted to take up 
economics, but didn’t get the grades required.  



Health and Social Care
Contact: Mrs M Rogers
Why Study Health and Social Care?
A BTEC in Health and Social Care can help you achieve your full potential.  You are 
rewarded along the way for consistent hard work and demonstration of knowledge.  
There is an active approach to learning within the Health and Social context which 
builds confidence, skills and motivation.  BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Health and Social 
Care are recognised and respected by employers, professional institutions and higher 
education establishments.  There is a close link to The Health and Social Care market 
place with links to the National Occupational Standards.

Admissions Criteria:
Students applying for the course should have 5 GCSE passes at A-C including English. 
 
What other subjects complement studies in Health and Social Care? 
This qualification is generally taken alongside other qualifications as part of a 2 year 
programme.  You will then be enabled to progress to a degree programme chosen 
from a range of programmes in the Health and Social Care sector.  The qualification 
is recognised by higher education institutions as contributing to meeting admission 
requirements to many options for example:
- Combined with A Levels in Biology and Psychology, which could lead to a BSc(Hons) in 
Nursing.
- A Levels in History and English which could lead to a BA(Hons) in Primary Education.
- A BTEC National in Children’s Play, Learning and Development which could lead to a 
BSc(Hons) in Social Working.
- A BTEC National Extended Certificate in Sport, which could lead to a Foundation Degree 
in Sports Studies and Development.  

Job opportunities include within the NHS and other employment sectors where trained 
HSC staff work, including the travel industry, pharmaceutical sectors, educational 
settings and residential care homes.

Where can this subject lead?
The Health and Social Care Sector employs some of the most talented and brilliant 
people the country has to offer.  The NHS is the third largest employer in the world and 
has a continual need for doctors, nurses, ambulance staff and support staff, and there 
are further opportunities to work for the NHS in social care in hospitals, educational 
settings and residential homes.  Other employment sectors where trained Health and 
Social Care staff operate include early year’s provision such as nurseries and pre-schools, 
the travel industry, pharmaceutical foundations, charitable organisations and major 
business corporations.  The combined magnitude of the NHS and the sizeable private and 
voluntary care sectors therefore provides a huge and diverse range of progressive career 
opportunities, both at graduate and non-graduate entry level.

How will I be assessed in Health and Social Care?
The awarding body is Pearson.  The qualification is available at BTEC Level 3 and can 
be gained as a National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care.  Four units are 
studied in 360 guided learning hours to give an equivalency of 1 A level.  Three units are 
mandatory. Two of these units are internally assessed and two externally. Mandatory 
Units are: Human Lifespan Development (Exam 1 hour 30 minutes), Working in Health 
and Social Care Sector (Exam 1 hour and 30 minutes), Meeting Individual Care and 
Support Needs (internal assessment).  The final unit Physiological Disorders and their care 
is an internally assessed coursework unit.



Psychology
Contact: Mrs C Webley / Mrs C Sexsmith
Why study A Level Psychology?
Psychology helps you to understand the people that you come in to contact with every 
day as well as developing a deeper understanding of your own behaviour.  It is a highly 
sought after subject at top universities.  Psychology uses a mixture of theory and practical 
experiments to understand behaviour.  Topics covered include: Social Psychology whereby 
we look at issues such as conformity and obedience, why do people commit genocide?  
Cognition, how does our memory work and how are we able to improve it, why do we forget?  
Developmental Psychology, how are our attachments formed and what purpose do they 
serve?  Psychopathology, looking at the development and explanations for different mental 
disorders, who decides what is ‘normal’?  Biopsychology, looking at the interaction between 
neural connections and disorders and behaviours.  Romantic relationships and their formation, 
maintenance and dissolution.  While studying Psychology, students will  look at the works of 
Freud, Milgram and Zimbardo and evaluate their studies whilst considering ethical issues.  As 
a science, lessons will also focus on Research Methods and statistics.  Studying Psychology at A 
Level opens not  only many career paths, but also provides you with a skills set you can transfer 
to almost any vocation.

Where can this subject lead?
Psychology prepares you for a broad range of future career opportunities and is valued
in any profession where you have to deal with people – from medics to marketers, armed
forces to advertisers and teachers to therapists – Psychology gives you a valuable insight into
mind and behaviour.

How will I be assessed?
Psychology is a linear subject which means that no formal examination will take place until A2 
year.  The examination board we follow is AQA.

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology – 96 marks, 2 hours, 33.3% of A Level grade
Paper 2: Psychology in Context – 96 marks, 2 hours, 33.3% of A Level grade
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology – 96 marks, 2 hours, 33.3%  of A Level grade



AS A2 French/German
Contact: Miss A Trochu/Miss H Stapley
Why study A Level French/German?
Studying French/German gives students the opportunity to build on and expand their
communication skills. The step up from GCSE is challenging, particularly in grammatical
work, but you should find that this understanding of the “mechanics” of the language will
enhance comprehension skills and broaden your understanding of both the language and
culture of the country.

Admission criteria:
In order to embark on the French / German course students should have achieved at least a 
grade B in GCSE French / German in order to cope with the demands at AS/A level.

Where can this subject lead?
The career paths for language learners are many and varied – many professions consider
having a qualification in a language and the communication skills that come with it a real
asset. A Level students will acquire a good standard of spoken French/German, listening
and reading comprehension, together with an ability to communicate successfully in written
form.

How will I be assessed in Edexcel AS/A level French/German? 

AS / A2
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation 
Written examination: 1 hour and 50 minutes
40% of the qualification
The examination is made up of:
Section A: Listening 
A listening assessment based on a recording, featuring male and female French / German
speakers.
Students will respond to comprehension questions based on a variety of contexts and
sources.

Section B: Reading 
A reading assessment based on a variety of text-types and genres where students will have
to respond to comprehension questions.

Section C: Translation into English 
An unseen passage to be translated from French / German to English.

AS
Paper 2: Written response to works, grammar and translation
Written examination:1 hour and 40 minutes
30% of the qualification

Section A: Translation and grammar 
Students translate an unseen passage from English into French / German, followed by a 
grammar exercise.
Section B: Written response to works 
Students select one question from a choice of two for either their chosen literary text or film. 

A2
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation 
Written examination: 2 hours and 40 minutes
30% of the qualification

Section A: Translation 
Students translate an unseen passage from English into French / German.
Section B: Written response to works (literary texts)
Students must write an extended response on either two literary texts or one literary text 
and a film. 



AS A2 French/German continued
Contact: Miss A Trochu/Miss H Stapley
AS
Paper 3: Speaking 
Internally conducted and externally assessed
Total assessment time: between 27 and 30 minutes, which includes a single period of 15 
minutes formal preparation time 30% of the qualification

Task 1 requires students to read and respond to two short texts based on a prescribed 
theme and then hold a discussion
Task 2 is based on a discussion from a prescribed theme

Students will be assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively, 
summarise and understand written sources in speech, manipulate language accurately 
and show knowledge and understanding about the culture and society where the 
language is spoken.

A2
Paper 3: Speaking
Internally conducted and externally assessed
Total assessment time: between 21 and 23 minutes, which includes a single period
of 5 minutes’  formal preparation time
30% of the qualification

Task 1 (discussion on a Theme)
Students discuss a theme from the specification based on a stimulus containing two
different statements.
Task 2 (presentation and discussion on independent research)
Students present a summary of the key findings of the written sources they have used for
their research and answer questions on this. They then have a wider discussion on their
research.

Students will be assessed on their ability to communicate and interact effectively, 
summarise and analyse findings from written sources relating to their research subject, 
manipulate language and show knowledge and understanding about the culture and 
society where the language is spoken.

What other subjects complement studies in French / German?
Students of languages can find subjects such as English, Geography and History 
complementary in certain skill areas. However a modern foreign language is also regarded 
by many universities as a “facilitating” subject to support further study in many areas across 
the curriculum such as Business, Engineering, European Studies and even Speech Therapy.



A Level Art
Contact: Mrs M Neave-Percy
Why study Art?
This course encourages personal, creative and imaginative approaches to Art & Design 
and builds upon students’ strengths established during KS4. Students have the freedom 
to investigate any theme in order to create exciting and original final pieces. The work 
produced will be a personal response which will encourage independent and critical 
thinking. Equally the ability to develop concepts from initial ideas to realisation is a 
key component to success in this subject. Never more than in today’s changing and 
competitive world has the creative process been so vital, the skills learnt in studying A 
Level Art will prepare you to meet these challenges head on.

What skills will I develop?
You will develop and demonstrate your use of the formal elements and creative skills. You
will learn to give visual form to your individual thoughts, feelings, observations and ideas
about the world that you live in. You will also develop, through your own artwork, ways of
trying to extend others’ ways of seeing the world. Throughout the A Level Art course, you
will have opportunities to generate practical work, ideas and research from primary and
contextual sources. You will experiment with media and processes, and develop and 
refine your ideas, presenting your outcomes. You will also develop your investigative, 
analytical, experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills and experience of 
working with a broad range of media, including traditional and new media technologies. 
The course has a big emphasis on drawing.

Where can studying Art lead?
Completing the A Level Art course can open up several opportunities. A high proportion
of our A Level Art students choose to further their studies on a Foundation course at 
College or University. This route is chosen, more often, by students who want to explore 
a broader range of media and materials before deciding on which specialism to choose 
for their degree. Students who have already decided on their chosen specialist route (e.g. 
ceramics, painting, and graphics) can also apply directly to universities to begin their 
degree in their chosen field. An A Level in Art can also open up many opportunities for
apprenticeships or jobs in the creative sector.

How will I be assessed?
During A Level Art you will produce a coursework project which is 60% of your grade and
an Exam project which is 40% of your grade. In each project you will be assessed on 4
assessment objectives: develop, experiment, record and present. The course runs over 
a two year period, where the first year will be spent developing skills and thoroughly 
investigating your theme. The second year is spent refining and extending your ideas to 
its final outcome and completing an Exam project.

What other subjects complement studies in Art?
Photography, Graphics, Media and Design Technology, Sociology, Psychology and 
Theatre Studies are subjects that particularly complement Art. 
 



A Level Photography
Contact: Mr G Spriggs
Why study A Level Photography?
Photography is a lively and interesting subject which allows students to explore the world 
around them whilst making creative decisions and using new technologies. The focus is on 
learning digital photographic skills and techniques that will allow you to create individual 
expressive work. Students must have creative flair and be highly motivated as a great deal 
of the work is undertaken independently outside the classroom. Students should enjoy 
exploring ideas and making value judgements about their own work.

What other subjects complement studies in Photography?
Photography students have lively, creative and imaginative minds and are capable of 
working independently, consequently Photography is a course that fits well with most other 
areas of study. However it creates a good pathway for future study when combined with Art, 
Graphics, Product Design, Film Studies or Media.

Where can this subject lead?
A course in Photography coupled with A Level Art is excellent preparation for a Foundation 
Course in Art and Design. The course provides students with the essential skills needed 
to progress into a career within the creative industries but also provides a sound basis for 
other areas of study. It is good preparation for any visually based degree course including 
Photography, Photo Journalism, Film, Media, Television, Fine Art, Fashion, Graphic Design 
and many more.

How will I be assessed?
Practical Photography is assessed in conjunction with preparatory studies. Students must 
explore one or more of the following: portraiture, landscape, still life, fashion, experimental 
imagery, film and moving image or documentary photography.
A Level
Unit 1 – Personal Investigation, 360 guided learning hours, including a 2000-3000 word 
written assignment
Unit 2 – Externally Set Assignment – Preparatory studies demonstrating students’ ability 
to work independently within specified time constraints leading to a 15 hour supervised 
examination.



A Level Drama and Theatre 
Studies (AQA)
Contact: Mrs A Varty
Why study A Level Drama and Theatre Studies?
Drama and Theatre Studies is a practical, intellectual and artistic subject. You will be 
expected to explore the structural elements of theatre from the page to the stage. In 
order to be successful and enjoy this subject, you will need to have a keen interest in the 
history of drama and study the practitioners, theatrical forms and conventions that make 
theatre such a compelling and exciting subject. You must be able to analyse and critically 
deconstruct the work you study, create and witness. Current drama students have stated 
that they find A Level Drama challenging with an excellent mix of both practical and theory 
work. Students find the practical work that they take part in both years highly rewarding.

What skills will I gain from a creative A Level in Drama and Theatre Studies?
Lessons are a healthy combination of practical learning supported by the necessary 
academic theory needed to understand the work being studied. Learning takes place 
through the following:  participation in the creation, development and performance 
of a piece of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text. The 
development of techniques and working methods of influential theatre practitioners and 
recognised theatre companies.  The study and presentation of a variety of plays through 
participation in improvisation, devised work and class discussion. These methods increase 
understanding of the subject and provide more detail and substance to your work. There 
may also be an opportunity to study Lighting or design at this level.

Where can the subject lead?
The course can lead you to studying drama at university, drama school or a Performing 
Arts course at the end of your A Level. Many students go on to study Drama and Theatre 
Studies/Performing Arts at a higher level and progress to working in theatre, television, film 
and video. It has also proved invaluable in the journalistic, teaching and legal professions.

When students study Drama and Theatre Studies at A Level it invests them with invaluable 
skills in articulating thoughts, exploring ideas, sharpening communication skills and 
providing the ability to work within a group situation both in a practical and academic 
setting.

What other subjects complement an A Level in Drama and Theatre Studies?
Theatre Studies is a popular subject as it complements many others, particularly the Arts 
and Humanities. However, we have found that a creative, yet still academic subject like 
Theatre Studies can work in combination with a variety of subjects; some other popular 
subjects also taken by previous students include Chemistry, English Language, Film 
Studies, History, Law, Maths, Media Studies, Psychology and Sociology. Even if you are not 
planning on studying Theatre Studies beyond A Level, it not only broadens knowledge of, 
and deepens an interest in, theatre but can also increase confidence, communication skills 
and encourage analytical discussion. Experience or knowledge is not an essential entry 
requirement, but being creative and having an ability to use your imagination is.



A Level Film Studies
Contact: Mr S Truan
Why study A Level Film Studies?
Film Studies encourages students to experience a wide range of different types of films, to 
analyse and understand cinema as both an art form, as well as from a social and business 
point of view. Students will be encouraged to explore their personal responses to films, using 
critical language to analyse the ways in which films construct meanings. Students will
understand the contexts in which films are produced by comparing films from the past and 
the present, and from other countries and cultures. We question why a film was created 
in such a way, how we react to different films and why some films are seen as ‘better’ than 
others.

Please note that this course is not a practical film making course; the coursework allows 
you to create a digital storyboard but there is currently no film making option available. 
You will be expected to use subject terminology to contribute to critical debates and class 
discussions, write timed essays, and give presentations.
 
What other subjects complement Film Studies?
The subject requires many similar skills which are required when studying English Literature 
and Art-related subjects, as well as Theatre Studies, History and Sociology, and of course
Media Studies.

To start any AS levels you need to meet the general Radcliffe School entry requirements.  In 
addition you must have GCSE English grade C. (No previous knowledge of Film Studies is 
required.)

Where can this subject lead?
The studying of Film could lead to possible careers within the industry, such as Film
production. Additionally, the skills required could also provide opportunities in journalism or 
careers relating to other art forms. 

How will I be assessed?
AS Module titles and content

FS1 Exploring Film Form
A variety of different films will be studied, analysing the sound, editing, mise-en-scène,
cinematography and performance, in order to understanding the meanings which are
created in films. The coursework involves the production of a digital-photo storyboard,
showing an original short film (or sequence from a film) idea, in addition to a written
analysis of a film sequence of your choice.                        Coursework

FS2 British and American Film
This part of the course involves the study of film producers and audiences, and the 
relationships between them. We will study one specific area of British cinema in detail, as well 
as a comparison between two American films.    2 ½ hour exam 

A2 Module titles and content 
FS3 Film Research and Creative Projects
You will complete an individual research project about a director, star or genre of your 
choice, as well as writing a script or ‘extended step-outline’.   Coursework

FS4 Varieties of Film Experience: Issues and Debates
In preparation for the exam we will study different film styles from world cinema, the ways in 
which film can elicit different emotions from audiences, as well as the close-study of a single 
film, for example “Fight Club”.     2 ¾ hour exam

Examination Board:  WJEC



A2 Physics
Contact: Mr S McDonald
Why study A Level Physics?
A Level Physics is a very high status subject, a facilitating A Level, and a good result in the
subject carries great weight when it appears on a CV or UCAS application. It is the most
fundamental of all of the sciences and is essentially the study of matter and energy. Our
chosen specification is modular and includes the basics of many major areas of research.

Admission criteria:
It is a high status subject because it is perhaps the most challenging subject on the
curriculum. It demands a very good level of skill in English and above all, Maths. Many of
the concepts in Physics are expressed in mathematical form. The minimum requirements 
are a grade B in GCSE Physics or Double Science as well as a B grade in GCSE English and B 
at GCSE Maths.

Where can this subject lead?
A qualification in Physics can be a real advantage in employment and careers. It tells
employers that a candidate has good analytical, number and communication skills. It is an
obvious requirement for all of the various Engineering, Physical Science and related
disciplines. I am aware of students who have gone on to study Medicine, Veterinary Science
and Computer Science. I also know of Physicists who have utilised their number and
analytical skills in other high powered professions in the City of London.

How will I be assessed in Physics?
We follow the new OCR Physics A specification
The modules can be summarised as:
• Module 1: Development of practical skills.
• Module 2: Foundations of physics.
• Module 3: Forces and motion.
• Module 4: Electrons, waves, and photons.
• Module 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics.
• Module 6: Particles and medical physics.
As students progress through the course, they’ll build on their knowledge of the laws of
physics, applying their understanding to areas from sub-atomic particles to the entire
universe.

What other subjects complement studies in Physics?
An obvious advantage as a subject to sit alongside Physics is Mathematics; the subjects
complement each other in several areas. Physics students undertake a lot of number work
and mechanics and clearly the mathematical skills gained in A Level Maths will support
this. Chemistry and Biology are also very important as there are transferable skills between
subjects. To reinforce new learning background reading, attending lectures and watching
relevant TV programmes is recommended.



Product Design
Contact: Mr G Spriggs
Why study A Level Product Design?
Design and Technology forms much of our lives.  We live with and use design every day.  Try to 
think of a world without design – life would be far harder and colder.  AS and A Level Product
Design encourages students to not only design and make products, but to also look at 
products and think about the design decisions that have been made whilst solving a given 
problem. Students learn how to use the design process to solve everyday problems and think 
of new products to enhance people’s lives.

Where can this subject lead?
Design and Technology can lead onto Art and Design Foundation courses and degree 
courses at university, such as Product Design, Fashion Design, Industrial Design, Media or any 
engineering courses such as Mechanical, Automotive and Aeronautical Engineering.

How will it be assessed?
Product Study (60% of AS qualification, 30% of the whole A Level).

This is a design and make project, similar to the GCSE, based on redesigning an existing 
product.  Students are then expected to make a series of models based on the improvements 
to the product.  

Innovation and Challenge externally assessed exam: (40% of AS qualification, 20% of the 
whole A Level). 

The Advanced Innovation challenge is a 6 hour design challenge assessing candidates’ ability 
to design and model a product and then reflect on their design concept in exam conditions.  
Marks will be awarded for innovation and originality.

The A2 course includes:
Project-Designing and Making (30% of the whole A Level).

Students choose a product to design based on a problem they have identified.  Students 
design and make the product.  The product can be made in any media including Resistant 
Material, Textiles and Graphic Products or Food. Students can also use a combination of 
materials to produce the product.

Exam: (20% of the whole A Level). Externally assessed exam focussing on core subject 
knowledge with a design section.

What other subjects compliment Product Design?
Business, Sciences and Art

You will be taught:
• To develop your analytical and problem solving skills
• To develop your sketching and drawing skills 
• To develop a working knowledge of CAD and CAM
• To develop a range of presentational techniques



BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Applied Science
Contact: Mr C Devaney
Why study Level 3 Applied Science?
Explore how science works in the ‘real world’ with this fascinating course that covers 
aspects of Chemistry, Biology and Physics . . . from blood pressure and x-rays to aspects of 
Environmental science and detecting and quantifying unknown chemicals in household 
products. BTEC National Extended Certificate Level 3 in Applied Science offers students the 
chance to concentrate on some of the vocational aspects of Science. As well as being ideal for 
students seeking a broad background in Science, it also suits those entering this vocational 
area for the first time. Topics are wide-ranging and include learning about health and safety, 
how energy is transferred in homes and power stations, blood pressure and measuring the 
health of organs such as your heart and lungs. You will also learn about techniques used by a 
range of professional scientists including the opportunity to analyse chemical compounds.

Coursework that you will produce will be worth half of your overall grade with the remainder 
being externally examined. Applied Science is ideal for students who prefer coursework 
assessment and therefore you must be well organised and good at meeting deadlines.

What other subjects complement the BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied 
Science?
Studying Applied Science will complement all subjects that require dedication, logical 
thinking and the ability to apply difficult concepts to new situations.

Admission Criteria:
A minimum of C grades in GCSE Science, Mathematics and English are required to study BTEC 
Level 3 Applied Science.

Where can this subject lead?
The BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science is supported by a range of 
Universities, and taken alongside other qualifications, it can fulfil the entry requirements for 
a number of Science related higher education courses, including Biomedical, Forensic and 
Sports Sciences, as well as nursing.

How will I be assessed?
The BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science is composed 4 units of 
which 3 are mandatory and 2 are external:

Unit 1 - Principles and Applications of Science I (externally assessed examination)
Unit 2 - Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques
Unit 3 - Science Investigation Skills (externally assessed practical investigation)
Unit 8 - Physiology of Human Body Systems

External assessment contributes 58% of the award of this qualification. 



BTEC Sport
Contact: Mr A White
Why study BTEC Sport?
The need for highly trained and educated people in the world of sport is increasing in 
today’s society. BTEC National in Sport combines up-to-date industry knowledge with 
the right balance of the practical, research and behavioural skills your child needs to 
succeed in higher education and in their careers. The BTEC National course is both a 
theoretical and practical, work related course. 

With a track record built over 30 years of learner success, BTEC Nationals are widely 
recognised by industry and higher education as the signature vocational qualification at 
Level 3. They provide progression to the workplace either directly or via study at a higher 
level. Proof comes from YouGov research, which shows that 62% of large companies 
have recruited employees with BTEC qualifications. What’s more, well over 100,000 BTEC 
students apply to UK universities every year and their BTEC Nationals are accepted by 
over 150 UK universities and higher education institutes for relevant degree programmes 
either on their own or in combination with A Levels.

Students learn by completing an exam, assignments, controlled assessment and that 
are based on realistic workplace situations. The Diploma in Sport also presents the 
opportunity to gain extra qualifications in Sports Leadership and Coaching making this a 
really valuable and worthwhile qualification. 

BTECs embody a fundamentally learner-centred approach to the curriculum, with a 
flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge applied in project-based assessments. 
They focus on the holistic development of the practical, interpersonal and thinking skills 
required to be able to succeed in employment and higher education.

Students learn best when they can make use of their own knowledge and enthusiasm 
as part of the learning process. In a subject like Sport it is often the case that learners are 
already motivated, knowledgeable and enthusiastic. It is right that this natural energy 
should be focused and rewarded and a BTEC in Sport allows this to happen. Hard work is 
essential, but rewarded.

A further reason to study BTEC Sport with The Radcliffe School is our excellent results. 
Last year we achieved an outstanding 100% A*- A.

Where can my studies lead?
When you have finished your BTEC qualification there are numerous pathways that 
you can take. This subject can lead to Teaching Primary and Secondary Education, 
Army/RAF, Police force, Fire Service, Fitness Instructing, Sports Development, Sports 
Journalism, Coaching, Injuries and Rehabilitation, Physiotherapy, Sports Psychology, 
Sports Philosophy, Outdoor and Adventurous activities, Sport scientist, as well as leisure 
management. whether you decide to study further, go on to work or an apprenticeship, 
or set up your own business – your BTEC National will be your passport to success in 
the next stage of your life. In addition, universities, professional bodies and businesses 
have provided letters of support confirming that these qualifications meet their entry 
requirements.

How will I be assessed?
BTEC National in Sport uses a combination of assessment styles to give students 
confidence that they can apply their knowledge to succeed in the workplace and have 
the study skills to continue their learning on higher education courses and throughout 
their career.

This range of vocational assessments, both practical and written, mean students can 
showcase their learning and achievements to best effect when they take their next 
step; whether that’s supporting applications to higher education courses or potential 
employers.

The BTEC National in Sport Course provides students with the opportunity to study 
different aspects of exercise, sport and coaching. The continuous assessment throughout 
the course motivates students to analyse and improve their own performance. Course 
work units are presented in a variety of ways including: interviews, presentations, posters, 
resource cards, coaching and leading activities. There will also be a controlled assessment 
for one unit and one exam unit.



AQA AS / A- Level History
Contact: Mr T Baker
Why study A Level History?
History is a facilitating subject which is highly desired by universities. History offers the
opportunity to investigate aspects of the past in significant detail focusing on change and
continuity as well as looking at particular features in depth. History requires an evaluative
approach and a critical mind. Historians at The Radcliffe school will have to look in depth 
at the periods being studied and take an active role in forming their own opinions and 
judgements about historical controversies.

The programme of study at The Radcliffe School is the AQA specification, and we specialise 
in the following modules: Challenge and transformation Britain, c1851–1964 and; 
Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945. These modules will be carried on for both 
the AS and A2 courses with an additional coursework module to be studied in A2.

Where can this subject lead?
History can be useful in many different careers such as journalism, law, research, medicine, 
marketing, advertising and education. Any career where prospective employers look 
for candidates with excellent research skills, who have the ability to form supported 
judgements or can critically analyse points of view will be viable for students of History.

How will I be assessed?
For AS History:
Challenge and transformation: Britain, c1851–1964 
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• Two questions (one compulsory)
• 50 marks
• 50% of AS

Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• Two questions (one compulsory)
• 50 marks
• 50% of AS

For A2 History:
Challenge and transformation: Britain, c1851–1964
• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• Three questions (one compulsory)
• 80 marks
• 40% of A-level

Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945
• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• Three questions (one compulsory)
• 80 marks
• 40% of A-level

Course work:
An historical investigation on a personal study based on a topic of student’s choice. This 
should take the form of a question in the context of approximately 100 years. It will be 
around 3,000–3,500 words
• 40 marks
• 20% of A-Level
• marked by teachers
• moderated by AQA

What other subjects complement studies in History?
History complements a wide range of AS Level subjects especially English, Sociology and 
Geography and links can be made with Psychology, Languages, Government and Politics, 
Economics and Law. History is an essay based subject and will benefit from other subjects 
that focus on students writing extended answers to questions.



A Level Chemistry
Contact: Mr C Devaney
Why study A Level Chemistry?
Chemistry is the branch of science which is concerned with materials of every description. 
It is often called the central science as it overlaps with both Biology and Physics. Chemists 
unravel the chemical reactions which are responsible for life, and they investigate new 
materials with exciting and potentially useful properties such as highly selective catalysts 
and electrically conducting plastics. They are also focussed with how to control the change 
from one substance into another. Many modern Chemists are concerned with dramatic 
changes, turning, for example, crude oil into a whole range of useful and diverse products, 
such as nylon, aspirin, paint, adhesives and petrol. Other spectacular transformations include 
sand into glass and silicon chips, and nitrogen from the air into fertilisers and explosives. 

Chemistry is a subject that requires a command of key scientific concepts and the 
development of high order practical skills. This Science affects the lives of every one of 
us and its study, although challenging, will reward you with a greater knowledge and 
understanding of the world around you.

Admission Criteria?
A minimum of two B grades at GCSE are required, ideally achieved in all externally assessed 
examination units. A grade B in GCSE Mathematics is also desirable. Advancement on the 
course will be subject to assessment of performance and suitability for A Level study.

Where can this subject lead?
Chemistry is an incredibly useful subject because it overlaps with both Biology and Physics.  
There are many possible careers that study at A-Level could lead to. Possible career choices 
that require Chemistry include medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, biomedical sciences, 
nursing, pharmacology, chemical engineering and pharmacy. A Chemistry qualification is 
also well respected by an even broader range of subjects at University and careers which are 
not necessarily Science based.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed after a 2 year period of study as follows:

Paper 1 -  Periodic Table, Elements and Physical Chemistry - 2 hours 15 minutes written paper 
(37% of total A level)
Paper 2 - Synthesis and Analytical Techniques - 2 hours 15 minutes written paper (37% of 
total A Level)
Paper 3 - Unified Chemistry - 1 hour 30 minutes written paper (26% of total A level)

Non-examination assessment - All students will need to complete a minimum of 12 
practical activities throughout the course to demonstrate their practical competence. This 
practical endorsement component of the course does not contribute to your overall  A Level 
Chemistry grade. 

What other subjects complement studies in Chemistry?

Chemistry is still largely a descriptive science, but increasingly, the ideas of physical 
and theoretical Chemistry, Physics, Quantum Mechanics etc. help to provide detailed 
understanding of the phenomena observed and described. AS qualifications such as Biology, 
Physics, Mathematics and Further Mathematics would complement the A-Level Chemistry 
specification well.



AS A2 Mathematics
Contact: Mr E Sarfo Kari-Kari or  Mr O Morrison 
Course Requirement: 
A strong grade B, or higher, is recommended at GCSE although exceptional circumstances will 
be considered. 

It is paramount for pupils to have a strong grasp of all algebraic concepts taught at GCSE 
Maths/Statistics/Further Maths GCSE: this is often a stumbling block at A Level, as it is 
possible to gain an A* at GCSE without the skills which form the cornerstone of A Level work. 
Students learn to work steadily, to present solutions clearly and concisely, and to extend 
their own thinking within a logical framework. They develop persistence, as harder problems 
often require several attempts before a way in is identified. Specifically, students acquire the 
confidence to deal with information given in algebraic, numerical or graphical form, and to 
produce written work which is logical and concise. 

All units equally weighted at 16.7% 
All examination papers of 1 hour 30 minutes 
As the specification for A Level Maths is changing in 2017 we will be reviewing the modules on 
offer next year.

AS Level (8371)
Core 1 (6663)
Develops from GCSE the techniques of Core Mathematics in the areas of Algebra,                     
Co-ordinate Geometry, sequences and series and introduces Calculus with the basic forms of 
differentiation and integration.

Core 2 (6664)
A wider range of functions are encountered in Algebra and Calculus plus the introduction of 
logarithms and exponentials, sequences and series and trigonometrical identities and related 
results.

Mechanics 1 (6677)
This module introduces mathematical modelling involving motion in one and two dimensions, 
connected particles, projectiles and momentum. Further study includes Newton’s Laws of 
Motion, statics and forces and the introduction of vector methods.

Or Statistics 1 (6683)
This module develops the work on probability and statistical measures from GCSE and 
introduces the Binomial and Normal probability distributions. A more formal study of 
Correlation and Regression is offered plus a section on estimates and sampling.

Or Decision 1 (6689)  
This is an introductory application unit based on the formation and use of algorithms; 
algorithms on graphs; the route inspection problem; critical path analysis; linear 
programming; matchings; flows in networks.

A2 Level (9371)
Core 3 (6665)
This unit further develops techniques in algebra and functions, trigonometry, logarithms, 
exponentials and calculus and also introduces the use of numerical methods to find 
approximate solutions to equations.

Core 4 (6666)
There is further study of more complex functions and their operations, trigonometrical 
identities, co-ordinate geometry, series and calculus. Formal vector geometry is introduced 
and differential equations are solved.

Mechanics 2 (6678)
Topics and techniques from Mechanics 1 are developed. Areas of study include circular 
motion, work and energy, kinematics involving variable acceleration and moments and 
centres of mass. Applications of differential equations are studied.

Or Decision 1 (6689)  
This is an introductory application unit based on the formation and use of algorithms; 
algorithms on graphs; the route inspection problem; critical path analysis; linear 
programming; matchings; flows in networks.

Further Maths
What is Further Mathematics?
Further Mathematics is an AS or A level qualification which both broadens and deepens the 
Mathematics covered in A Level Mathematics. Further Mathematics is taken alongside an AS or 
A Level in Mathematics. 



Level 3 Diploma in Food Science 
and Nutrition
Contact: Miss A King
Why study Food Science and Nutrition?
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job 
roles. Care providers and nutritionists in hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches 
and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and government 
agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and policies that 
support healthy eating initiatives. Many employment opportunities within the field of 
food science and nutrition are available to graduates. The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food 
Science and Nutrition has been designed to provide learners with underpinning knowledge, 
understanding and skills to progress to further study and training. It offers exciting and 
interesting experiences that focus learning for 16-19 year-old learners and adult learners 
through applied learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in 
purposeful contexts linked to the food production industry. Although there are no formal 
entry requirements, the qualification supports progression from Level 2 particularly GCSEs 
in Hospitality and Catering, Home Economics: Food and Nutrition, Design and Technology: 
Food Technology, Biology and Physical Education as well as vocational qualifications such as 
the WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering.

What skills will I develop?
The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition is an Applied Qualification. This 
means that each unit within the qualification has an applied purpose which acts as a focus 
for the learning in the unit. The applied purpose demands learning related to authentic case 
studies. It also requires learners to consider how the use and application of their learning 
impacts on themselves, other individuals, employers, society and the environment. The 
applied purpose will also allow learners to learn in such a way that they develop: skills 
required for independent learning and development, a range of generic and transferable 
skills, the ability to solve problems, the skills of project based research, development 
and presentation, the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a 
professional environment, the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts. All units 
within the WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition are vocationally relevant to 
the food production industry.

Where can studying Food Science and Nutrition lead?
Together with relevant Level 3 qualifications such as AS and A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, 
Sociology and Maths and/or Level 3 qualifications in Hospitality or Science, learners will gain 
the required knowledge to progress to higher education degree courses, such as: BSc (Hons) 
Food and Nutrition, BSc (Hons) Human Nutrition, BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition and BSc 
(Hons) Food Science and Technology. Other areas include A Level product design, college 
course in a related subject, related apprenticeship, catering and hospitality, chef, public 
health, food service, nutritionist, personal trainer, food engineer and more!

How will I be assessed?
The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition is assessed through a combination 
of a written exam and external assignment set and marked by WJEC and two centre marked 
assignments. Units include: meeting the nutritional needs of specific groups, ensuring food 
is safe to eat, experimenting to solve food production and current issues in food science and 
nutrition.

What other subjects complement studies in Food Science and Nutrition?
Chemistry, Biology, Sociology and  Maths would compliment a student looking to continue 
the study of Food Science and/or Nutrition in Higher Education.



Criminology
Contact: Mrs C Webley
Why study Level 3 Diploma in Criminology?
How do we explain why people commit crime?  What makes someone a serial killer, or 
abusive to their own families? Criminologists have produced theoretical explanations of 
why people commit crime, but which is the most useful? Are these theories relevant to 
all types of crime? What can we learn from the strengths and weaknesses of each? How 
can these theories be applied to real life scenarios and real life crimes? Knowing about 
the different criminological approaches to theory will give you a sharper insight into the 
kind of thinking used by experts and politicians to explain crime and criminality. Public 
law makers are informed by theory and apply these theories to their own solutions to the 
problem of crime…..and so could you!

Where can this subject lead?
People with qualifications in criminology can end up in a variety of different job roles 
from prison officers to solicitors or youth workers. Any role which requires working with 
members of the public or analytical skills would be appropriate for an individual with 
criminological qualifications.

How will I be assessed?

Unit Title                  Credits

(1) Changing Awareness of Crime                              12

(2) Criminological Theories        12

(3) Crime Scene to Courtroom  12

(4) Crime and Punishment   12



A Level English Language and 
Literature
Contact: Mr J Berry
Why Study A Level English Language and Literature?
The A Level English Language and Literature course offers students an opportunity to 
combine and develop the skills they acquired in both of their English GCSEs.  There will still 
be lots of reading to do but, unlike A Level English Literature, this course moves beyond the 
core of the set literary texts and enables students to explore the ways in which language 
is used across a wide spectrum of texts from a range of sources.  This exploration will be 
undertaken through both analytical and creative approaches.

Where can the subject lead?
This course encourages and develops analytical and creative approaches to problem 
solving: these are highly desirable skills in most professional fields.  Students of A Level 
English Language and Literature go on to careers such as journalism, copy editing, game 
and website design…some even become teachers!

How Will I Be Assessed?
This A Level is a linear course: all assessment takes place at the end of Year 13.  However, 
students will also take an additional free-standing English Language and Literature AS 
qualification at the end of Year 12: this will test your knowledge and understanding of some 
A Level content but will not count towards your final A Level grade.  

The AS qualification is assessed through two 90 minute examinations. The first examination 
is based on the set prose and poetry texts; the second invites you to respond to a literary 
stimulus in creative and critical ways.

The A Level assessment is divided into three sections.  Telling Stories is tested through 
a 3 hour examination which includes questions on the set prose and poetry texts.  The 
Exploring Conflict examination is 2 hours 30 minutes long, testing both your knowledge of 
the drama set text and your creative writing ability.  Each of these examinations counts for 
40% of your final A Level grade; the other 20% is based on your coursework.  The Making 
Connections coursework unit will consist of a 3,000 word essay based on texts of your own 
choice.

What Other Subjects Complement English Language and Literature?
A Level English Language and Literature works well in combination with most other A 
Level subjects.  The relevant elements of the course can enrich the learning experiences 
of Performance and History students in particular, while the study of any subject which 
requires a creative response to its challenges will benefit from the experiences offered in 
the A Level English Language and Literature classroom.  However, due to some overlapping 
content, students are strongly advised not to select this course in combination with A Level 
English Literature.



AS and A2  Music Technology
Contact: Mr M Flitton
Why study Music Technology A Level?
If you are interested in musical theory, composition and musical history then this is the 
course for you. Students of Edexcel A Level in Music will engage with the diverse and 
dynamic heritage of music, extend the skills, knowledge and understanding needed to 
communicate through music, and recognise the interdependence of musical skills and the 
links between the activities of performing, composing and appraising.

There are also various extra-curricular activities that you can get involved in, such as the 
school productions and concerts, local orchestras and composing for TV and video.

What are the admissions criteria?
You will need to have achieved a B grade at Music GCSE and be able to read music 
competently. You will also need an accurate musical ear, be able to use a Sibelius type music 
writing program and be committed to practising your instrument daily. You must be able to 
play your instrument to at least grade 5 standard.

Where can the subject lead? 
This course can lead to many areas in the music industry. There are many universities such 
as Kings College London, LIPA and BIMM that provide courses leading to careers such as film 
music composition, film and television sound management and conducting/composing. 
The qualification is highly valued by all universities including the Oxbridge group. The 
course is regarded as an academic subject measure.

How will I be assessed?
The course requires a high level of musical talent, musical knowledge, high level listening 
skills and composition skill. Theory includes harmony, world music genres and western 
traditional music from the Renaissance era onwards. You will be assessed on your skill by 
performing on your instrument (30%), a composition using Sibelius (30%) and a listening 
test on Harmony and set pieces of work (60%).



A Level Computing
Contact: Mr L Pennicooke
Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of English and Mathematics at grade C or above. Students who have studied 
GCSE Computing or other GCSE ICT/IT courses should have achieved a grade of  C or above, 
or a Level 2 PASS from the BTEC First in ICT or OCR course. 

Details of Course and Assessment:
“Computing” is not to be confused with the “Information Creative Technology (ICT)” course.  
Computer Science is a very large subject with lots of applications. Computer Science enables 
you to problem solve - design new software, solve computing problems and develop 
different ways to use technology. This course will teach you computational thinking.  
Computational thinking involves looking at a problem and working out a way a computer 
might be able to help you solve it. To do this, you need to understand how a computer 
processes information. 

This qualification is designed to support learners who are interested in learning about the 
computing sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range 
of higher education courses, not necessarily in the computing sector. It is designed to be 
taken as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals or A 
Levels.  

Where can studying Computing Lead?
This course supports numerous pathways and could form a basis for progression into further 
learning including: university courses, employment where students can take further training 
in such areas as programming, computer science, systems analysis, communications, 
multimedia, software systems, project management or hardware applications.

Computer Science supports a number of further education pathways and is very well 
respected academically and will be a strong support to students intending to study 
medicine, law, engineering, computing, foreign languages, physical sciences or maths 
based courses at university.  As computing pervades all aspects of study and contemporary 
research, this course supports a very wide range of career paths at university in addition to 
those listed above.

How will I be assessed?
360 GLH (465 TQT) Equivalent in size to one A Level. 4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 
are external. Mandatory content (83%). External assessment (58%).

Mandatory & Optional Units:

Unit Type Type of Assessment How 
Assessed

Unit 1 - Principles of 
Computer Science

Mandatory 
*synoptic
120 GLH 

• Written examination set and 
marked by Pearson 
• 90 marks 
• Two hours

External

Unit 2: Fundamentals of 
Computer Systems

Mandatory 
90 GLH

• Written examination set and 
marked by Pearson 
• 80 marks 
• 1 hour and 45 minutes

External

Unit 7: IT Systems Security 
and Encryption

Mandatory
90 GLH

Coursework Internal

Unit 11 - Digital Graphics and 
Animation

Optional
60 GLH

Coursework Internal

Unit 15 - Website 
Development

Optional
60 GLH

Coursework Internal

What other subjects complement ICT?
Mathematics, Physics, Biology/Chemistry/BioChem, Philosophy, Finance, Environmental 
Science etc.



A Level Computing continued
Contact: Mr L Pennicooke
Qualities and commitment expected from the student:
Even though it is not necessary for students to have studied Computing/IT at GCSE level, 
they must have a very keen and lively interest in using ICT. Students will need a logical 
mind with a persistent and methodical approach to solving problems. All students will be 
expected to do additional reading and study outside of lesson times to help develop a wider 
understanding of the applications of computers, computer software and the effects of their 
use.

The Future:
All BTEC qualifications are nationally recognised by universities, business and industries. They 
have been designed to provide a broad education as a foundation for training, leading to 
employment and for study to higher and degree level education courses

* synoptic - Synoptic assessment requires learners to demonstrate that they can identify and use 
effectively, in an integrated way, an appropriate selection of skills, techniques, concepts, theories and 
knowledge from across the whole sector as relevant to a key task.



A Level Information Creative 
Technology
Contact: Mr L Pennicooke
Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of English and Mathematics at grade C or above. Students who have 
studied GCSE Computing or other GCSE ICT/IT courses should have achieved a grade 
of  C or above, or a Level 2 PASS from the BTEC First in ICT or OCR course. 

Details of Course and Assessment:
“Information Creative Technology (ICT)” is not to be confused with the “Computing” 
courses.  This is a broad course in which you will study the full range of information 
technology and its uses.  This includes developing an understanding of the uses of 
both hardware and software. In particular, there is an emphasis on how complex 
software applications can be utilised to provide solutions to more complex real world 
problems.

This qualification is designed to support learners who are interested in learning about 
the computing sector alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a 
wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in the computing sector. It is 
designed to be taken as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate 
BTEC Nationals or A Levels.  

Where can studying ICT Lead?
This course supports numerous pathways and could form a basis for progression into 
further learning including: university courses, employment where students can take 
further training in such areas as programming, computer science, systems analysis, 
communications, multimedia, software systems, project management or hardware 
applications.

ICT supports a number of further education pathways and is very well respected 
academically and will be a strong support to students intending to study business, 
administration, information processing, education based courses at university or as 
support for further training within a work environment.  As ICT pervades all aspects 
of study and contemporary research, this course supports a very wide range of career 
paths at university in addition to those listed above.

How will I be assessed?
360 GLH (465 TQT) Equivalent in size to one A Level. 4 units of which 2 are both 
mandatory and externally assessed. In addition, there is one mandatory internally 
assessed unit and one optional internally assessed unit.

Mandatory & Optional Units:

Unit Type Type of Assessment How 
Assessed

Unit 1 – Information 
Technology Systems

Mandatory 
*synoptic
120 GLH 

• Written examination set and 
marked by Pearson.
• 90 marks 
• Two hours

External

Unit 2: Creating Systems 
to Manage Information

Mandatory 
90 GLH

• Task set and marked by 
Pearson 
• 66 marks
• 10 hours

External

Unit 3: Using Social Media 
in Business

Mandatory
90 GLH

Coursework External

Unit 5 – Data Modelling Optional
60 GLH

Coursework External

Unit 6 - Website 
Development

Optional
60 GLH

Coursework External

What other subjects complement ICT?
ICT permeates all aspects of our working lives and fields of study.  As such it 
complements any other level 3 choices.



A Level Information Creative 
Technology continued
Contact: Mr L Pennicooke
Qualities and commitment expected from the student:
Even though it is not necessary for students to have studied Computing/IT at GCSE 
level, they must have a very keen and lively interest in using ICT. Students will need 
a logical mind with a persistent and methodical approach to solving problems. All 
students will be expected to do additional reading and study outside of lesson times 
to help develop a wider understanding of the applications of computers, computer 
software and the effects of their use.

The Future:
All BTEC qualifications are nationally recognised by universities, business and 
industries. They have been designed to provide a broad education as a foundation for 
training, leading to employment and for study to higher and degree level education 
courses

* synoptic - Synoptic assessment requires learners to demonstrate that they can identify and use 
effectively, in an integrated way, an appropriate selection of skills, techniques, concepts, theories 
and knowledge from across the whole sector as relevant to a key task.


