
Year 9: History Skills:  Term 1: Term 2: Term 3: Term 4: Term 5: Term 6: 

Subject Concepts: 
 

 
 

Concepts: Conflict 
and tension 1918-
1939; Autocracy, 
democracy and 
Fascism in Germany 
1890-1945. 

 

AO1: demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the key 
features and characteristics 
of the period studied.  

 

The armistice: aims of the 
peacemakers; Wilson and the 
Fourteen Points; Clemenceau and 
Lloyd George; the extent to 
which they achieved their aims. 
 The Versailles settlement: Diktat; 
territorial changes; military 
restrictions; war guilt and 
reparations. 
 Impact of the treaty and wider 
settlement: reactions of the 
Allies; German objections; 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
settlement, including the 
problems faced by new states. 

 The League of Nations: its 
formation and covenant; 
organisation; membership and how 
it changed; the powers of the 
League; the work of the League's 
agencies; the contribution of the 
League to peace in the 1920s, 
including the successes and failures 
of the League, such as the Aland 
Islands, Upper Silesia, Vilna, Corfu 
and Bulgaria.  Diplomacy outside 
the League: Locarno treaties and 
the Kellogg-Briand Pact. The 
collapse of the League: the effects 
of the Depression; the Manchurian 
and Abyssinian crises. 

The development of tension: Hitler's 
aims and Allied reactions; the Dollfuss 
Affair; the Saar; German rearmament, 
including conscription; the Stresa Front; 
Anglo-German Naval Agreement. 
 Escalation of tension: remilitarisation of 
the Rhineland; Mussolini, the Axis and 
the Anti-Comintern Pact; Anschluss; 
reasons for and against the policy of 
appeasement; the Sudeten Crisis and 
Munich; the ending of appeasement. 
The outbreak of war: the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia; the role of the USSR and 
the Nazi-Soviet Pact; the invasion of 
Poland and outbreak of war, September 
1939. 

Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling 
Germany: the growth of parliamentary 
government; the influence of Prussian 
militarism; industrialisation; social reform and 
the growth of socialism; the domestic 
importance of the Navy Laws. 
Impact of the First World War: war weariness, 
economic problems; defeat; the end of the 
monarchy; post-war problems including 
reparations, the occupation of the Ruhr and 
hyperinflation. 
 Weimar democracy: political change and 
unrest, 1919–1923, including Spartacists, 
Kapp Putsch and the Munich Putsch; the 
extent of recovery during the Stresemann era 
(1924–1929).  

The impact of the Depression: 
growth in support for the Nazis 
and other extremist parties 
(1928– 1932), including the role 
of the SA; Hitler’s appeal. 
The failure of Weimar 
democracy: election results; the 
role of Papen and Hindenburg 
and Hitler’s appointment as 
Chancellor. 
 The establishment of Hitler’s 
dictatorship: the Reichstag Fire; 
the Enabling Act; elimination of 
political opposition; trade 
unions; Rohm and the Night of 
the Long Knives. 

Economic changes: benefits and drawbacks; 
employment; public works programmes; 
rearmament; self-sufficiency; the impact of 
war on the economy and the German people, 
including bombing, rationing, labour 
shortages, refugees. 
 Social policy and practice: reasons for 
policies, practices and their impact on 
women, young people and youth groups; 
education; control of churches and religion; 
Aryan ideas, racial policy and persecution; the 
Final Solution. 
 Control: Goebbels, the use of propaganda 
and censorship; Nazi culture; repression and 
the police state and the roles of Himmler, the 
SS and Gestapo; opposition and resistance. 

AO2: explain and analyse 
historical events and periods. 

 Essay question on the extent to 
which the League was a success or 
failure over time. 

 Essay question on the socialist threat towards 
the Kaiser. 

Essay question on the use of 
terror or legality in the 
establishment of a dictatorship. 

 

AO3: analyse, evaluate and 
use sources. 

Source question on the reactions 
of the German people to the TOV 

 Source question on the Nazi soviet pact    

AO4: analyse, evaluate and 
make substantiated 
judgements about 
interpretations . 

     Interpretation question on the conditions of 
the youth in Germany 

Personal Skills: 

 
 
 

eadership 

 

Students to debate which of the 
big 3 was most deserving of their 
demands. 

   Leading a debate and 
presentation on the most 
important reason as to why 
Hitler took power. 

 

rganisation  Students to organise their work on 
the decline of the League of 
nations into a timeline. 

   Students to create a graph plotting the morale 
of the German people in WWII. 

esilience    Creating a facebook profile on the Kaiser 
using independent research. 

  

nitiative   Students to independently research the 
pact of steel countries and the allied 
nations. 

   

ommunication Students to debate which of the 
big 3 was most deserving of their 
demands. 

   Leading a debate and 
presentation on the most 
important reason as to why 
Hitler took power. 

 

Employment Skills: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
reativity 

   Creating a facebook profile on the Kaiser 
using independent research. 

  

ollaboration 

 

 Students to organise their work on 
the decline of the League of 
nations into a timeline. 

    

ritical Thinking 

 

Students to debate which of the 
big 3 was most deserving of their 
demands. 

   Leading a debate and 
presentation on the most 
important reason as to why 
Hitler took power. 

Students to create a graph plotting the morale 
of the German people in WWII. 

areers Skills   Students to independently research the 
pact of steel countries and the allied 
nations. 

  Students to create a graph plotting the morale 
of the German people in WWII. 

Literacy/Numeracy 
Skills: 

 

 
 

 

iteracy 

 

 

 

Writing extended essays and the 
production of critical thinking 
assignments will develop the 
literacy skill of students 
throughout the course.  

Writing extended essays and the 
production of critical thinking 
assignments will develop the 
literacy skill of students throughout 
the course.  

Writing extended essays and the 
production of critical thinking 
assignments will develop the literacy skill 
of students throughout the course.  

Writing extended essays and the production 
of critical thinking assignments will develop 
the literacy skill of students throughout the 
course.  

Writing extended essays and the 
production of critical thinking 
assignments will develop the 
literacy skill of students 
throughout the course. 

Writing extended essays and the production 
of critical thinking assignments will develop 
the literacy skill of students throughout the 
course. 

umeracy  Students to organise their work on 
the decline of the League of 
nations into a timeline. 

  Students to analyse the election 
results of the Nazis and plot a 
line graph about where these 
votes came from. 

Students to create a graph plotting the morale 
of the German people in WWII. 

Extra-Curricular: 
 

 

 House competition Weekly revision sessions. Weekly revision sessions. Weekly revision sessions. Weekly revision sessions. Weekly revision sessions. 
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