
Year 13 Subject: Geography Term 1: Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water 

Insecurity 
Term 1: Topic 7: Superpowers Term 2- 3: Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and 

Energy Security 

Term 2 - 3: Topic 8: Global development and 

connections; Health, human rights and 
interventions 

Subject Concepts: 
 

 

People and places 
 
 

 

Students study how water availability varies and the 
causes, effects and solutions to water insecurity in 
places like Ethiopia, the Yemen and Australia.  

Students study different superpowers over time 
including the British Empire, USA/ USSR, EU and 
China. 

Students study the carbon cycle globally and how 
people interfere with the carbon cycle such as 
deforestation in Malaysia, the use of fossil fuels in 
the North Sea. .Students study the solutions to 
energy such as tar sands in Canada, fracking in USA, 
carbon capture, renewables and nuclear in addition 
to new technology across a variety of places and 
scales. 

Students study development in a wide range of 
locations such as the UK, USA and Haiti. Students 
study interventions for human rights such as Iraq, 
the Yemen and Guantanamo Bay. 

Environments 
 

Students study different physical and human 
environments such as the Arctic, rainforest and 
deserts. 

Students study different physical and human 
environments that enable superpowers to gain 
power. 

Students study a range of environments such as the 
tundra for the ANWR/ TAP, chokepoints such as the 
Suez Canal. 

Students study different environments and 
countries in relation to development and human 
rights. 

Processes 
 

What are the processes operating within the 
hydrological cycle from global to local scale? What 
factors influence the hydrological system over short- 
and long-term timescales? How does water 
insecurity occur and why is it becoming such a 
global issue for the 21st century? 

What are superpowers and how have they changed 
over time? What are the impacts of superpowers on 
the global economy, political systems and the 
physical environment? What spheres of influence 
are contested by superpowers and what are the 
implications of this?  

How does the carbon cycle operate to maintain 
planetary health? 
What are the consequences for people and the 
environment of our increasing demand for energy? 
How are the carbon and water cycles linked to the 
global climate system? 

 

What is human development and why do levels vary 
from place to place? Why do human rights vary 
from place to place? How are human rights used as 
arguments for political and military intervention? 
What are the outcomes of geopolitical interventions 
in terms of human development and human rights? 

Interactions and change Students study how water availability changes over 
time in response to people’s needs.   

Students study how countries gain and lose power 
over time and the impacts of this. 

Students study how humans are changing the 
carbon cycle over time and the consequences for 
this. 

Students study how human rights vary over time.   

Personal Skills: 

 
 
 

Leadership Students debate the solutions to water availability.   Students work in groups to prepare a presentation 
on Haiti’s development aid. 

Organisation 

 

Students need to organise their class notes and 
homework into folders and books.  

Students organise notes to create a presentation on 
the rise of superpowers.   

Students plan and organise their arguments in 
discussion and essay question responses. 

 

Resilience 

 

Increased independence and exam question 
response. 

Increased independence and exam question 
response. 

Students respond to feedback and improve exam 
responses over time. 

Students respond to feedback and improve exam 
responses over time. 

Initiative Students use research to supplement their case 
studies.   

Students use initiative to discuss ideas and make 
decisions. 

Students do decision making and in response to 
geographical issues. 

Students evaluate the success of aid in Haiti.   

Communication  Students present a presentation on different case 
studies of water security. Students communicate 
ideas through written and oral discussions. 

Students research different development theories 
and present to the class.   

Students communicate their ideas through written 
response and discussion to a range of different 
solutions. 

Students create their own resources to support the 
debate on the success of aid in Haiti. 

Work Skills: 
 

 
 
 
 

Creativity Students present a presentation on different case 
studies of water security. 

Students make infographs on the BRICS.   

Collaboration Students debate and discuss key geographical issues 
through enquiry. 

Students make infographs on the BRICS. Students prepare a presentation on the success of 
different types of energy for the future. 

Students evaluate the success of aid in Haiti.   

Critical Thinking Students debate and discuss key geographical 
issues through enquiry.  

Students evaluate the success of the BRICs in 
becoming superpowers.   

Students have to debate the solutions to the energy 
crisis. 

 

Careers Skills Research skills, evaluation skills and problem 
solving and careers such as meteorologist,  
climate scientists and water industry. 

Link to international organisations such as the UN.   Links to energy companies/ TNC’s. Links to aid agencies, TNC;s , international 
organisations such as the UN and World Bank. 

Literacy/Numeracy 
Skills: 

 

Literacy 

 

 

Exam questions – short/ medium/ long 
response. Use of geographical keywords. 

Exam questions – short/ medium/ long 
response. Use of geographical keywords. 

Exam questions – short/ medium/ long 
response. Use of geographical keywords. 

Exam questions – short/ medium/ long 
response. Use of geographical keywords. 

Numeracy Use of data sets / maps on water security.  Use of data sets / maps on superpowers.  Use of data sets / maps from sources.  
 

Use of data sets / maps from sources. 

Extra-Curricular: 

 

 Worldwise quiz.  
Possible University speaker if available. 

Birmingham fieldtrip Wolverton floodplain forest fieldwork.  
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