
 

Film Studies 

 Rationale  

Film is an important part of many people's lives. Those who choose to study it characteristically bring 

with them a huge enthusiasm and excitement for film which constantly motivates them in their 

studies. They experience a powerful medium which inspires a range of responses from the 

emotional to the reflective as they are drawn into characters, their narratives and the issues films 

raise. The root of that power is the immersive audio-visual experience film offers – one which can 

exploit striking cinematography, composition and locations as well as powerful music and sound.  It 

is not surprising that many consider film to be the major art form of the last hundred years and that 

many feel it important to study a medium which has such a significant influence on the way people 

think and feel. 

 Year 12 

In Year 12 we introduce our students to the first component – Varieties of Film and Film Making 

which consists of three main study areas. 

Hollywood 1930-1990 (comparative study) - In this section we study two films. One will be from the 

classical period of Hollywood (1930-60) and is Vertigo directed by Alfred Hitchcock. The other will be 

a film from New Hollywood (1961-1990) and that is Blade Runner directed by Ridley Scott. In this 

section our main areas of focus are context and auteurship. 

American film since 2005 - In this section we study two films. We start by watching Captain Fantastic 

directed by Mike Ross and then go on to look at Selma directed by Ava DuVernay. Our main areas of 

study in this section are critical approaches to ideology and theories of spectatorship. 

British Film since 1995 - In this section we study two British films. We will begin by looking at Shaun 

of the Dead directed by Edgar Wright and then go on to look at Trainspotting by Danny Boyle. In this 

section focus on different narrative theories and political ideology. 

We also begin to introduce ‘Production’ where the students are all taught to use Premier Pro Editing 

software and create a series of one minute short film extracts. 

 Year 13 

In Year 13 we introduce Global Filmmaking Perspectives which has four different areas of study, 

whilst still revisiting earlier concepts in a spiral curriculum model to ensure mastery of the 

knowledge required.  

Global Film (two film study) - In this section we study two films. One will be Pan’s Labyrinth directed 

by del Toro. The other will be City of God directed by Meirelles. Our main focus for this component is 

the influence of micro-elements and aesthetics. 

Documentary Film - In this section we study one film: a documentary from Kapadia called Amy based 

on the life of Amy Winehouse. Our main focus for this component is the impact of Digital Technology 

of the film industry and critical debate regarding film makers theories. 

Film Movements – Silent Cinema In this section we study two a variety of films starring Buster 

Keaton. Our main focus of this component is the study of film form and impact of micro elements. 

Film Movements – Experimental Film In this section we study Pulp Fiction by Quinton Tarantino. Our 

main focus for this component is experimental narrative and auteurship. 



We also revisit ‘Production’ and ensure that all students create their own 4-5 minute short film and 

complete an evaluative analysis of the production. The film must show evidence of how 80 minutes 

of short films have influenced their creative design. 


