
 

Art 

 Rationale 

Our curriculum is developed with the mind-set of establishing a strong foundation of skills in Year 7 

based around awareness of vocational skills, creativity and cross curricular links, to ensure that all 

students joining us have a level playing field of experiences of Art, Craft and Design to set them up 

for development in their continued Arts journey in Year 8 to 13. 

The Art curriculum has been developed to encourage students to challenge their own creative and 

cultural expectations and boundaries.  Art is more than just creating images and objects, it is about 

fostering appreciation, respect and making connections for arts practise in an ever changing visual 

culture. 

In Art we have created a curriculum based around building student’s skills, knowledge and 

experience in visual communication fostering confidence and resilience for students to have an 

additional tool for communication and individual wellbeing. 

Beyond the technical skills it is an essential aspect of the curriculum that key vocational skills are 

implemented through challenging practical and analytical work developing them as problem solvers 

and creative thinkers; essential skills in both their personal skills as well as possible careers.  

Our 4 key concepts are:  

 Arts, movements and cultures 

 Visual communication 

 Technique and craft 

 Design and make 

 

 Year 7 

The Year 7 curriculum has been developed to engage students in the possibilities of producing work 

to communicate specific issues and explore the use of visual arts for ethical reasons. 

To explore their creativity with a diverse range of practical skills in order to be both resilient and risk 

taking through experimentation as well as selective in their refinement of a skill set.  Students are 

introduced to skill sets in Fine Art, Printmaking and Sculpture with the context of existing artists and 

crafts people to raise awareness of career skills; highlighting questioning of process. 

Students will acquire a foundation of subject specific language in order to both analyse existing art 

work but also communicate their own thoughts and ideas.  Visual literacy is a key skill for students to 

develop both verbally and written to foster more confident communicators both in and out of 

school.  

 Year 8 

The Year 8 curriculum builds upon the foundation skills with more challenging topical issues 

addressed by visual arts comparing audience perception to develop their own appreciation of varied 

opinions. 

Students are challenged when revisiting prior skill sets of Fine Art and Sculpture to be reflective 

learners and develop their sense of initiative in order to develop outcomes to their own 

personalisation.  Graphics and Photography are introduced to ensure our learners have an 

awareness of current visual arts technologies within a historical context; ensuring our students are 

aspirational with where visual arts can take them. 

  



 Year 9 

The Year 9 curriculum is structured to introduce students to the structure of an arts project in order 

for them to develop skills and confidence to later develop their own personalised sustained project.  

Within this year students will be introduced to a wide variety of skill sets rooted in transferable 

career skills but also highlighting specific vocational opportunities and career pathways.  By the end 

of this unit students will be reflective learners able to verbally communicate their own ideas and 

concepts set within their chosen skill set. 

The range of skills sets both revisited and new have been selected to both challenge the students 

and enrich their experience of the arts in order for them to be selective in Year 10. 

 Year 10 

The Year 10 curriculum has been designed to foster a strong work ethic through the personalisation 

of their chosen sustained project.  Students develop their own personal project, acquiring skills to 

self-regulate, motivate and organise.      

 Year 11 

The Year 11 curriculum provides opportunity take full ownership of the direction of their arts 

practice to respond to the exam set task.  Students will be critically informed thinkers; exploring and 

comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts. 

 Year 12 

The Year 12 curriculum has been developed to explore the theories and practices in visual arts, 

making connections between areas of knowledge and human experience through individual and 

collaborative exploration, creative production and critical interpretation. 

 Year 13 

The Year 13 curriculum provides the opportunity to actively engage with professionals within a 

chosen specialism.  Exploring and experiencing visual arts across a variety of local and intercultural 

contexts. Through inquiry, investigation, reflection and creative application, visual arts students 

develop an appreciation and confidence for the expressive and aesthetic diversity in the world 

around them, becoming critically informed makers and consumers of visual culture. 

 

 

 


